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A captiin in the US. Army old of
his experiences in Afghanistan during
the Apopka Arca Chamber of Com-
merce’s monthly luncheon ot Captain
and the Cowboy Wednesday, November
14,

Michael Waldrop, vice president
and part owner of MeCree Designed &
Built Right, served as an ‘embedded
trainer of ‘an infantry division of the
Afghanistan national army ram 2006
2007, He warned that his story would be
graphic. “This is the cold, hard truth of
being in combut,” he suid, “Alot of men
and women are doing hereic and couri-
geous dcts day in and day out that we
don’t hear about, but we always need 1o
be aware of "

A family man with o wife and twa
young children, Waldrop didn’t plan on
being activated for service, However, he
had a family tradition in the service. His
grundfather fought in World War 1T and
his father in Viemam. While in
Afghanistan, Wildrop received a Purple
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Army Capt. Michael Waldrop speaks to the crowd at the Chamber of
Commerce lunchean Wednesday, November 14.
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He described Afghanistan as 3 “war
graveyard'" that has beéen in wrmoil for
thousands of years, with three civil wars
in the past 100 years. “When the Taliban

ok control of the country in 1994,
whatever was nof destroyed was
destroved, Every predominant structure
or monument is just fittered all over, The
couniry is in nuns.” he said. Most of the

xperiences

people eamn their livelihood through
drugs, he said, with 93 perent of the
world’s heroin coming from the southern
part of the country. Marijuana and poppy
ficlds became the battlefields that the
troops fought in, Waldrop said.

Most of the educated people in
Alghanistan fled the country during the
last two decades and the Taliban shut
down all infrastructure and education
throughout the country, he said. “They
don’t want the Afghumistun citizens to be |
educated because the people can be
much more easily manipulated and
brainwashed if they're not educated.”
said Waldrop,

He showed a shide of & river that
served not only as a car wash, but also
sewer system and a source of drinking
water for humans and animals in 4 high-

1y populated area. “The chuntry is ram-

pant with diszase,” he said. “It's got one
of the highest infant monality rates in
the world. Tuberculosis. malaria and all
sorts of other disease are absolutely ram-
pant.”
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{children, he said, “The childeen
are everywhere. They're right
there on the battlefields. It's not
uncommon.at all to have 20 sib-
lings. More often than not, chil-
dren in this part of the world
don't cven have shoes!” He
spoke of one young girl that
Waldrop's tnit had given food
[gnel water 1o, “If the Taliban saw
her even make eve contuct with
lm_;: of the infidels. (ﬁmmm}.
shie would be beaten or killed.”
The search for Csama bin

Laden is no longer the focus of
the war, Waldrop said. “If he is
not dead already, he is in Pak-
istan, There's probably no doubt
ahnut that whatsoever, He's s1ill
a legitimate target, but he's in a
safe haven somewhere.” Bin
Laden befriended Mohammed
Omar, who was the founder of
the Faliban movement in 1988,
Waldrop suid. “He stll controls
the day-to-day operitions of the
Tallban; he controls the money
anel resources and he also is a
very legitimate target, He's u
very ruthless, ruthless individ-
ual, The Taliban banned all
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presentation showed combat scenes

games, kite flying. chess play-
ing. They (Afghanis) weren't
aven allowed 1o have a family
portrait in their house. If they
were caught with a picture hang-
ing in their house, they could
have been publicly beaten.”
Prior 1o his deployment,
Waldrop trained in Mississippi
for more than five months. He
served as an embedded tminer,
which means he was the combal
adviser and ausched 10 an
Afghan rifle company of 60 to
B0 men. He alsol was wilh bwo
American  senior non-commis-
stoned officers, "My job was to

| work with them, advise them,

mentor, train, and lead them. We
were sent to the front lines, the
borders of Pakistan, within four
or five days. These were my
buys; these were the people |
could not understund. L didn't
understund their culture or their
language. ‘They didn't under-

stand me or my culture, but we

bonded in a brotherhood, These
were our biothers. These were

| the ‘guys that were relying on us

and we felied on them ™
The terrain was very mough

-and there were few ropads, Wal-

| drop said. Some of the roads

switched back thiough moun-
tains, allowing the enemy 1o see
the troops from a distance and
set up an ambush. Temperatares,
too, were harsh, ranging from
130 degrees in summer 1o below
freczing at other times of the
year.

Waldrop and his men were

engaged i several ambushes:

and well over 100 hrefights: He
credits: the superior equipment
isued by the United States in
saving many lives: “Ourtax dol-
lars are equipping our men with
the best equipment known to
man,” he said. “You leamed o

love your equipment.”

Despite the harshness of the
country and the ravages of war,
Waldrop felt that his time in
Afghanistan was well spent. He
showed 4 final slide of girls car-
rying backpacks and wearing
uniforms and shoes on their way
to school. “That's what it's all

about,™ he said. “I can tell you

that 100 percent of the troops
that I served with felt this was.a
good cause. If they had to do it
over again, it was worth it
because of them having an
opportunity and a hope that
they’ll have a berter futore™



