SPOTLIGHT

A Soldier’s
WELCOME
BACK

By Stephen Shiplay

After his last military obligation,
Captain Michael Waldrop has
returned home to spread the

message of soldiers who make 1
sacrifices for us every day.
erober 13 2005 will forever be .
stmped  in Michael Waldrop’s wWhen Wl drop wos caolled beck
memory, Ln that day, he received @ cluty: hie di.dnl:?f - F:d.m aril
Western Union Mailgram “weleome back™ to et 1, unstgt;le ndiBl P _
i i

active milicary dury, When the notice arrbved
o his desk, Caprain Waldrop was Viee
President of MoCree, Tne,, 2 local architecrure
and consrruction G,

e weas alsa che Father of two toddlers,
ages chree and one, Leaving them
for 1% manths was unchinkalle
For WWald rop—and his wife.
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OME LAST OBLIGATION

Waldrop was born i Charleston, Sowch Caraling, where he
:|il."Etl ! E:I‘Jll:l'illy, Clemson l-‘nﬁ.'{:l'ail‘}-‘. In 14995, he :;u:u;]]p]trcf_i
ficer Candhidare School, was commissioned 2 2nd Licurenant and
Cjpined the Sourth Caraling Natonal Guard—before graduating from
lemsen in 1997,

e 1998, he retired Frem active to inactive, ready reserves and
Cmowed to Orlando, where he mer Marnie on a blind dace the nese vear
They marvied two veats larer andd L:L||'1'{:|‘|l|}r [ive: in f_‘.u|||.'g:' Park wich
their vwa children, Marilyn, 5, and Tommy (Michacl, i), 3,

Bust betore Waldrop compleced his miliary obligation, he received
hig natice o reencer active 1|u|:.- and reported o Canp Shelby,
:‘.{Es:;jss'ljrpi for a six-rmonth crain-up in preparation for depleyment o
ieolivion milicary base in Mazar-c-Sharil, Afglanisran, His specilic
mission was oo reain, menorn advise and lead an .-"gl"gh;m ritle company
al mose chan 60 soldiers, all volunreers, being paid $100 2 monch o
fizht the Talilan,

UMDER HEAYY FIRE

[nitially, Waldrop thoughe he would be stadoned i chis stable
arza of nerthern Afghanistan, Howeser, within davs of arciving, his
hrii;dd-;.‘ L'ﬂ]l".-'l::l}'r:ll ror Foencdahore Ade Base inoa very unsthle region in
st Alghanistan,

Forgy=eighe hours after arriving, Waldrap, along with teo other
Americans, 550 Clay Aldrich and SFC Geoll Misthe, were leading a
plarein af 25 Alghan soldiers towards the Punjwai districe, souchwest
of the city of Kandahar, Their orders were to liberare and hold an zrea
known to be cccupied by Talihan figheers,

As they were leaving the base, they drew heave enemy fire,
Waldraps hrst reaction was o jump out of the wuck and concol
his soldicrs. Nar knowing how the baule would progress. his main
chjective was 0 not waste ammunition—i wise decision since they
were pinned down by sniper fire For chree days,

Their carger was a compound held by Taliban fighters, wha were
equipped wich sniper rifles, rocker propelled grenades and AK-47s,
firing from the rooliop while protweding their cache of ammunition
amd wenpens, When three arempes to storm the building Feiled, a
LLS, drone was called tn oo deliver a Hellfive missile. &fter ohis failed,
Apache helicoprers serafed the avea, SEll the snipers survived.

The pinned down troops called in artillery rounds, but ro no avail.
Un che thind day, mere helicopress cone in, Being missiles and rockes,
This barrage struck the cache, deconating the hidden ordnance, Since
the troops were being held ac bay just meters Trom che compoud, the
exploding munitions pur them ar risk,

AWOUNDED TRIP

"'n":-"elldl'o;) and a Canzdian saldier were wounded in chan {1x]:|u5iu|1.
Waldrop was hir by Hying shrapnel, which rare inmm his righe thigh:
toclays b desoribes che sensation as the Feeling of being kit by 2
scorching hot sledge hammer The Canadian soldier took several hits
o hiz abdomen.

A boddy carried Waldrop approsimarcly half a mile o medics,
where he was airlifred o a hospital, Afrer his surgery, he called home,
and his danghrer answered the phone, He chateed with his licele girl
unnif she put ber mother on the phone, and then Michael old Marnie
he had been wounded.

He was Hown back o Orlando for veo weeks before being e
wwrned 1o Kandabarn where he led vwo more platoons of Afghan sal-
diers inco batcle,
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Abter being wounded in Aghon stan, Coptain Michog ! 'Waldes s retuned home o vel o
rilbor suppet from s Callege Park commonity,

COMING HOME

Waldrop returned home permarendy this pase Fathers Day,
Awarded che Purple Heart for being wounded and the bronse s
For walor in bacle, Waldrop has heen honoralily discharged fram the
?E‘r‘ﬂLE :‘l“.'d oy |]:E;‘\' H| !'t,:l'l{:'.-\"l."d Se1se r}rpxltru}tln;_. E'YI'IIIIP{_'I';I;_": I (_(}]1'.-'{_}- Eh{"
message thae chis country is ar war

“Ome hundred percent of the guys 1 owas wich belivved thar the
sacrilices we were making in support of Freedom were worth it
Waldrop says. This is the message he has developed inw 2 program he
presents o interested groups,

Monse thar he's home, Waldvop has seen the support of our
community that was reaching out ro him in Afghanistan—and waiting
here For his happy return, When he came home chis June; trees in his
neighborhood sperted velling ribbons, showing support from his family,
church and co-workers, all of whom he credics with strengrhening him
chrowghour his ordeal,

Welcome bacle. soldicr!

Wardrop s now teme with biswite, Mamle, end his chitdren, Merilyn and Tammy, wha
grented him of the aiport—ard havent wanted 1o lat ga ot hir since then.
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